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D E V E L O P I N G  D A T A

Urgent Care Is Correcting Course 
on Antibiotic Prescribing

Data source: JUCM 2019 Urgent Care Chart Survey; JUCM 2020 Urgent Care Chart Survey; JUCM 2021 Urgent Care Chart Survey.

POSITIVE TRENDS IN URGENT CARE ANTIBIOTIC STEWARDSHIP

2019 78.0

41.6

39.2

2020

2021

0 10 20 30 40

Millions of Prescriptions

50 60 70 80 90

J
ust 4 years ago, a Research Letter published by JAMA Internal 
Medicine painted an unflattering picture of the antibiotic pre-
scribing habits in U.S. physician offices, urgent care centers, 

retail clinics, and emergency rooms.1 Urgent care took its lumps 
along with other settings—but in response, collectively, also took 
the issue seriously and set to work on correcting course. 

In introducing their Antibiotic Stewardship program, The Ur-
gent Care Association and the College of Urgent Care Medicine 
noted that “there is a real need for comprehensive antibiotic 
stewardship across the healthcare industry” and called on “all 
urgent care providers to take ownership of their prescribing prac-
tices and understand the role they play in stewardship efforts.”2 

Judging from proprietary data collected by JUCM, it’s evident 
that urgent care prescribers embraced the challenge. The graph 
below illustrates consistent (and dramatic) progress toward more 
responsible antibiotic prescribing over the past several years, re-
ducing the overall number of prescriptions written by nearly half 
since the Research Letter was published. n 
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