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D E V E L O P I N G  D A T A

A Snapshot of 
Flu Vaccination Rates

T
he ongoing 2017–18 flu season is already one of the worst in recent memory. Recently released data from the Centers for

Disease Control and Prevention may offer a clue as to one reason: Based on a complete study of the 2016–17 season, the

CDC conjectures that influenza immunization rates may have plateaued. During that most recently completed season, just

46.8% of patients age 6 months or older got a flu shot—an increase of just 1.2% over the previous season—which CDC officials

say, specifically, increases the risk of outbreaks like the one we’re still experiencing.

The data below offer a snapshot of where strengths of efforts to get patient immunized lie, and where more attention may

need to be paid. It also shows how impactful immunization can be even if the efficacy of the vaccine is “only” 42%. (Occupational

medicine providers, take special note of how workers respond to immunization promotion by their employers.) !
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