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D E V E L O P I N G  D A T A

A
vailability of basic x-ray capabilities differentiates urgent care centers from walk-in primary-care and retail clinics, which lack

such capabilities. According to an analysis of nearly 50,000 patient encounters by Practice Velocity and Teleradiology Specialists,

approximately 11% of urgent care visits require an x-ray. The top 10 views, summarized here by Current Procedural Technology

(CPT) codes, account for 86% of urgent care x-rays. (Note: The top 10 views include 11 views because of the equal percentage of

presentations on the 10th most common view.) Consistent with the prevalence of cases of upper-respiratory illnesses seen in

urgent care, the most frequently obtained views entail the chest. Given the high number of chest x-rays, health-care providers

are at increased risk of overlooking developing lung disease unrelated to the immediately presenting condition. Therefore, urgent

care centers must establish policies and procedures for radiologist over-read of x-ray images. [Editor’s note: See “Roundtable: Expert

Perspectives on X-Ray Over-Read Strategies in Urgent Care,” from our April 2016 issue, at http://www.jucm.com/roundtable-expert-

perspectives-x-ray-read-strategies-urgent-care/.]

70250 skull x-rays,

1–3 views (1%)

75560 knee x-rays,

1 or 2 views (1%)

73140 finger x-rays,

≥2 views (6%)

73090 forearm x-rays,

2 views (2%)

72040 cervical spine x-rays,

2 or 3 views (2%)

73080 elbow x-rays,

≥3 views (4%)

73610 ankle x-rays,

≥3 views (5%)
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71010 chest x-rays,

1 view, frontal (5%)

74022 abdomen x-rays,

3 views (5%)

72100 lumbosacral spine x-rays,

2 or 3 views (7%)

71020 chest x-rays, 2 views,

frontal and lateral (47%)

Other x-rays (14%)
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MOST FREQUENTLY OCCURRING X-RAY VIEWS IN URGENT CARE


