
 
 

 
Your Title: A Case Report 

Authors Please list in order with degrees, such as MD, DO, PA, DPN, etc.  

Key words List of 3 or more (eg, Chest Pain, Heart Score, Angina, etc.) 

Abstract Introduction, presentation, physical exam, diagnosis, resolution, conclusion 

Article – please include each of the following headings 

Introduction Optional 

Case Presentation Symptoms, history, exam, vital signs, urgent care findings and testing; 
 include only what is relevant to the diagnosis or discussion 

Medical Decision Making Thought process to prioritize diagnoses and considerations for further 
evaluation 

Differential Diagnosis and 
Final Diagnosis 

Describe final diagnosis and the care setting where it was determined; 
include differential if any were considered 

Discussion  Practical insight from the case; consider epidemiology, history, presenting 
complaint, exam, diagnosis, and management 

Disposition Include actions (eg, emergency department referral, sent home, etc.) 

Patient Perspective Include if relevant (eg, “Patient did not believe treatment was helping.”) 

Ethics Statement  Required* – see below 

Takeaway Points  Short summary bullets of key points as detailed in the article text  

References Numbered in the order they appear, in American Medical Association style 

 

*Ethics Statement Information For Authors: The patient should be contacted to confirm consent to publication of their case. 
If the patient is unreachable, include a comment explaining efforts to reach the patient nonetheless. Written consent is 
preferred and can be obtained and documented with your institution’s standard patient consent form. 

• “Patient provided consent for publication of this case.” 
• “Patient was unable to be contacted because XXX (eg, death, lost to follow-up), and therefore demographics and 

some details of the case were changed to protect patient anonymity and confidentiality.” 

Images: Images can be included if the patient provides consent, or absent consent, if the images are not identifiable and 
the author created/captured them. Only high-quality images can be published. 

 

CASE REPORT 
ARTICLE 
STRUCTURE 

Your article should contain the following elements 

See an Example: https://bit.ly/47mEPho 
Learn More: jucm.com/author-instructions  

Submit a Case Report: jucm.com/submit-an-article 

https://bit.ly/47mEPho


 
 

 
Do 

• Include references to support factual statements 

• Ensure the reference material you cite directly supports your assertion—it is the author’s responsibility to 
read and understand the cited material 

• Cite literature published in the last 20 years, preferably in the last 10 years 

• Cite high-quality, peer-reviewed, scholarly sources (eg, JAMA, Pediatrics, British Medical Journal,  
Journal of Infectious Diseases, etc.) 

• Cite the original primary source rather than a subsequent reference 

• Cite the most recent guidelines or policies from official organizational websites (eg, American Academy 
of Pediatrics, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention) 

• Consider using academic search engines (eg, PubMed, Web of Science, Scopus, Google Scholar) 

• Use American Medical Association style to format all references—note that links by themselves are not 
complete references and many “copy-and-paste” reference citations are not in the correct format 
(Example of correct format: Yu KT, Green RA. Critical aspects of emergency department documentation 
and communication. Emerg Med Clin North Am. 2009 Nov;27(4):641-54.) 

• Arrange and number the references in the order they appear in the text 

• Use endnotes, rather than footnotes 

• Add the source in the appropriate location in the text using parentheses (Weinstock, 2013), or 
alternatively, use the respective numbers of each reference as superscripts within the text.1 

 

Don’t 
• Cite StatPearls or secondary sources 

• Cite scholarly literature older than 20 years unless there are no other recent sources 

• Cite materials such as textbooks or UpToDate 

• Cite consumer news sources for scientific evidence 

• Cite sources that you have not read or do not understand 

• Arrange references in alphabetical order 

 

We can help! JUCM can assist you on a limited basis in obtaining relevant source material. Please note your 
need to access a particular source when engaging the editors.  

 
 

REFERENCE  
DO’S & DON’TS 

Please use this as a guide to using references in your article submission 

See an Example: https://bit.ly/3TPzGLI 
Learn More: jucm.com/author-instructions  

Submit an Article for Consideration: jucm.com/submit-an-article 




